
Relevant code sections governing healthcare district elections 
 

HSC 32100 
The elective officers of a local hospital district shall be a board of hospital directors consisting of five members, each 
of whom shall be a registered voter residing in the district and whose term shall be four years, with the exception of 
the first board. The first board of directors shall be appointed, upon the formation of the district, by the board of 
supervisors of the county in which the land or a greater part of the land in the district is situated. Upon appointment, 
the first board shall, by lot, designate two members who shall leave office when their successors take office pursuant 
to Section 10554 of the Elections Code, and three members who shall leave office two years thereafter. Any vacancy 
upon the board shall be filled by the methods prescribed in Section 1780 of the Government Code. 
 
Government Code 
ARTICLE 2. Vacancies [1770 - 1782] 
  ( Article 2 added by Stats. 1943, Ch. 134. ) 
1770 
An office becomes vacant on the happening of any of the following events before the expiration of the term:  While 
not specifically listing it, this section does not exclude a vacancy arising from creation of zones or districts. 
 
1780.   
(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a vacancy in any elective office on the governing board of a special 
district, other than those specified in Section 1781, shall be filled pursuant to this section. 
(b) The district shall notify the county elections official of the vacancy no later than 15 days after either the date on 
which the district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of the vacancy, whichever is later.  Having 
established the zone map to be used for the November 2018 election at it‘s December 13, 2017 meeting,  the board 
was thus informed that a vacancy will exist on the Board when the term of Art Faro expires in 2018.   
(c) The remaining members of the district board may fill the vacancy either by appointment pursuant to subdivision 
(d) or by calling an election pursuant to subdivision (e). 
(d) (1) The remaining members of the district board shall make the appointment pursuant to this subdivision within 60 
days after either the date on which the district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of the vacancy, 
whichever is later. The district shall post a notice of the vacancy in three or more conspicuous places in the district at 
least 15 days before the district board makes the appointment. The district shall notify the county elections official of 
the appointment no later than 15 days after the appointment. 
(2) If the vacancy occurs in the first half of a term of office and at least 130 days prior to the next general district 
election, the person appointed to fill the vacancy shall hold office until the next general district election that is 
scheduled 130 or more days after the date the district board is notified of the vacancy, and thereafter until the person 
who is elected at that election to fill the vacancy has been qualified. The person elected to fill the vacancy shall hold 
office for the unexpired balance of the term of office. 
(3) If the vacancy occurs in the first half of a term of office, but less than 130 days prior to the next general district 
election, or if the vacancy occurs in the second half of a term of office, the person appointed to fill the vacancy shall 
fill the balance of the unexpired term of office.   
(e) (1) In lieu of making an appointment the remaining members of the board may within 60 days(troubling language) 
of the date the district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of the vacancy, whichever is later, call an 
election to fill the vacancy.  In enacting this section the Legislature sought to fill vacancies, however created,  in the 
shortest practical time. 
(2) The election called pursuant to this subdivision shall be held on the next established election date provided in 
Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 1000) of Division 1 of the Elections Code that is 130 or more days after the 
date the district board calls the election. 
(f) (1) If the vacancy is not filled by the district board by appointment, or if the district board has not called for an 
election within 60 days of the date the district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of the vacancy, 



 

 

whichever is later, then the city council of the city in which the district is wholly located, or if the district is not wholly 
located within a city, the board of supervisors of the county representing the larger portion of the district area in 
which the election to fill the vacancy will be held, may appoint a person to fill the vacancy within 90 days of the date 
the district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of the vacancy, whichever is later, or the city council 
or board of supervisors may order the district to call an election to fill the vacancy. 
(2) The election called pursuant to this subdivision shall be held on the next established election date provided in 
Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 1000) of Division 1 of the Elections Code that is 130 or more days after the 
date the city council or board of supervisors calls the election. 
(g) (1) If within 90 days of the date the district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of the vacancy, 
whichever is later, the remaining members of the district board or the appropriate board of supervisors or city council 
have not filled the vacancy and no election has been called for, then the district board shall call an election to fill the 
vacancy. 
(2) The election called pursuant to this subdivision shall be held on the next established election date provided in 
Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 1000) of Division 1 of the Elections Code that is 130 or more days after the 
date the district board calls the election. 
(h) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, if the number of remaining members of the district board 
falls below a quorum, then at the request of the district secretary or a remaining member of the district board, the 
appropriate board of supervisors or the city council shall promptly appoint a person to fill the vacancy, or may call an 
election to fill the vacancy. 
(2) The board of supervisors or the city council shall only fill enough vacancies by appointment or by election to 
provide the district board with a quorum. 
(3) If the vacancy occurs in the first half of a term of office and at least 130 days prior to the next general district 
election, the person appointed to fill the vacancy shall hold the office until the next general district election that is 
scheduled 130 or more days after the date the district board is notified of the vacancy, and thereafter until the person 
who is elected at that election to fill the vacancy has been qualified. The person elected to fill the vacancy shall hold 
office for the unexpired balance of the term of office. 
(4) If the vacancy occurs in the first half of a term of office, but less than 130 days prior to the next general district 
election, or if the vacancy occurs in the second half of a term of office, the person appointed to fill the vacancy shall 
fill the balance of the unexpired term of office. 
(5) The election called pursuant to this subdivision shall be held on the next established election date provided in 
Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 1000) of Division 1 of the Elections Code that is held 130 or more days after 
the date the city council or board of supervisors calls the election. 
(Amended by Stats. 2007, Ch. 343, Sec. 4. Effective January 1, 2008.) 
 
1781 
The provisions of Section 1780 shall not apply to a school district, a district organized pursuant to Division 6 
(commencing with Section 11501) of the Public Utilities Code, or a district subject to the provisions of Chapter 5 
(commencing with Section 22825) of Part 5 of Division 11 of the Water Code. 
(Added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 1059.) 
 
 
Having determined that putting Zone D on the Presidential cycle was in the best interest of the minority 
community, the board should then have called for an election to fill the balance of an unexpired term in 
Zone D, as provided for in Section 10509 of the Election Code, to wit:  
 
Election Code 
10509 
“On the 125th day prior to the day fixed for the general district election, the secretary shall deliver a notice to the 
county elections official. The notice shall bear the secretary’s signature and the district seal and shall also contain 
both of the following: 



 

 

 
(a) The elective offices of the district to be filled at the next general district election, specifying which offices, if any, 
are for the balance of an unexpired term.” 
 
Elections Code 10506. Whenever a district shall increase the number of divisions, if there are any, the 
terms of office of the offices of director thus created shall be determined by the governing body, but in no 
event shall the term designated by the governing body be for more than four years. The terms of office 
thus created shall be determined in such a manner as to keep as nearly equal as practicable the number of 
directors to be elected at each subsequent general district election. Upon the expiration of the term so 
designated by the governing body, the directorship shall be filled at the next general district election and 
general district elections held thereafter. The term of office of each subsequent director thus elected is four 
years or until his or her successor qualifies and takes office. 
 


