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Teenager has advice for Republicans

BY PAUL KIRALY

It’s time for a new generation to
take control of the political future
of America. This was exactly what
happened when 11 youth delegates
appeared on a panel at the Califor-
nia Republican Party convention last
weekend.

The youth delegates,
including myself, had a
town hall meeting describ-
g ing the kind of America
&3 we envisioned and what
the state and national
Republican Party needs to

KIRALY 46 to attract youth — fu-
ture voters ranging from ages 14-19.
We discussed issues concerning the
economy such as the debt and job cre-
ation, along with social issues such as
abortion and same-sex marriage. Hard
questions were asked on delicate top-
ics, but honest and necessary answers
were all given.

Speaking with politicians

We were fortunate to have discussed
our concerns with the new state chair,
Jim Brulte, and the Republican legisla-
tive leaders, Assemblywoman Connie
Conway and Sen. Bob Huff, both of
whom spent a considerable amount of
time at our panel.

The youth delegates’ objective was
to state what we thought was needed
to make the California Republican
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Party relevant and included our views
on the social issues in the current state
and national platform. We believe that
emphasizing social issues infringes

on individual liberty, which is a core
Republican principle.

What we care about is whether we
will have a job in the future; stopping
the growing debt, which is now more
than $50,000 for every man, woman,
and child in America; and a financially
stable U.S. We want minimal govern-
ment so that citizens can prosper from
their own accomplishments. If our
wishes are carefully examined, there is
one topic relating to all the problems
we would like addressed, and they are
all related to our economy.

It’s about the economy

We all agree that Republicans are
losing elections because of the plat-
form stances on social issues. We all
have friends who, say “How can you
be a Republican? They don’t want gay
people to marry each other or adopt
children.” Or, “Republicans don’t want
women to make their own decisions
when it comes to their own bodies.”
“This is what you represent.”

No, we don’t represent this plat-
form. We represent a platform that
expresses our concerns of finding a
job and dreaming big to be successful
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and making it on your own. You never
hear, “Republicans lose elections be-
cause they want a stable economy and
don’t want to bury future generations
in debt.”

Therefore, we have come to the
conclusion that the Republican Party
must rid their platform of social issues
because this generation has different
views from past generations. Youth
today won’t adapt to the Republican
Party. The Republican Party must
adapt to the youth.

Another issue that we agreed on
was to abolish divisions in our society,
especially divisions caused by what I
think is “racial profiling.” Our youth
delegation is as ethnically diverse as
it gets. We have every racial commu-
nity represented — African-Ameri-
can, Asian, Caucasian, Hispanic and
Middle Eastern, but we don’t look at
each other like that. We share common
values, and one of them is individual
liberty. None of us cares about what
your background is, your religion,
sexual orientation, race, age, gender —
none of it matters.

We are all Americans
Just because you’re Hispanic, Asian,
or African-American doesn’t mean
that you cannot be a Republican. Some
of the Hispanic youth delegates have
personally experienced backlash, in
which people have actually told them

that they can’t be Republicans because
they’re Hispanic. This thinking is
offensive to anyone who is a person of
color. We are all Americans. It’s time
that we move on to real issues relating
to our economy and stop stereotyping
people to be part of one party based
solely on race.

We are creating a white paper for the
California Republican Party to elimi-
nate social issues in their platform and
emphasize the issues that will affect
future generations. We want a socially
liberal but fiscally conservative party.

Free market

With the social issues taken out of
the picture, the core Republican ideals
will be illuminated, with limited gov-
ernment interference in our personal
lives. We want to keep the free market
and let our capitalist system dominate
the world’s economy. Our free market
built the strongest economic power-
house in history. We want our econom-
ic prosperity to continue, and we need
a free market to do so.

As representatives of the future of
America, we want the Republican Par-
ty to emphasize our core principles of
individual liberty, economic freedom,
and fiscal responsibility.

Paul Kiraly, age 15, is a sophomore
at Sequoia High School and lives in
unincorporated West Menlo Park.
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